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General Tourist Information

•Taipei Citizen Hotline:  1999 (Outside Taipei City, please dial 02-2720-8889)
•Taipei Travel Net:  www.taipeitravel.net. Presents travel 
information on Taipei City in Chinese, English, Japanese, Korean, and 
Spanish; provides recorded-audio travel introductions on related 
sightseeing spots, and a hotel information database.
•Taipei Pass:  www.easycard.com.tw. Holders can take unlimited MRT 
and bus rides in Taipei with a valid pass. Customer service: (02) 412-8880

•“5284 I Love Bus” public transportation information search: 5284.taipei.gov.tw
•Tourist Taxi:   0800-055-850 (cab-booking service for foreign visitors; drivers
speak basic English and Japanese)
•Travel information / Tourism Bureau, Ministry of Transportation and
Communications:  0800-011-765 or www.taiwan.net.tw
•Toll-free complaint hotline / Tourism Bureau, Ministry of Transportation
and Communications:  0800-211-734
•Taipei Free Public Wi-Fi Access (TPE-Free)
Starting October 1st last year,  Taipei’s free public Wi-Fi access service is available indoors 
and outdoors. Wi-Fi can be accessed indoors at Taipei City Hall, all administrative centers 
of the city, all Taipei Public Library branches, all Taipei City hospitals, and all MRT stations 
and connected underground streets. Outdoors, Wi-Fi access via hotspots is available 
along major thoroughfares and important residential and commercial areas. The service 
is available indoors during operating hours and outdoors 24h a day throughout the year. 
Website: www.tpe-free.taipei.gov.tw
Customer Service hotline: 0800-090-179

Add: 3, Beiping W. Rd. , Taipei City (southwest side of lobby, 1st 
floor,  Taipei Main Station)
Tel: (02) 2312-3256

Taipei Main Station 
Visitor Information Center

Add: Room 4-2, 77, Sec. 1, Da'an Rd., Taipei City (East Metro Mall) 
Tel: (02) 6638-0059

East Metro Mall 
Visitor Information Center

Add: 6, Sec. 5, Zhongxiao E. Rd., Taipei City (1F of Taipei City Hall 
Bus Station) Tel: (02) 2723-6836

Taipei City Hall Bus Station 
Visitor Information Center

Add: 340-10, Dunhua N. Rd., Taipei City (Arrival Hall, Terminal 2, 
Taipei Songshan Aiport) 
Tel: (02) 2546-4741 

Songshan Airport 
Visitor Information Center

Add: B1, 32-1, Baoqing Rd., Taipei City (near Exit 5)
Tel:  (02) 2375-3096

MRT Ximen Station 
Visitor Information Center

Add: 9-1, Jiuquan St., Taipei City (near Exit 2)
Tel: (02) 2591-6130

MRT Yuanshan Station 
Visitor Information Center

Add: 65, Sec. 5, Zhongshan N. Rd., Taipei City (near Exit 1)
Tel: (02) 2883-0313

MRT Jiantan Station 
Visitor Information Center

Add: 1, Guangming Rd., Taipei City (left side of station entrance )
Tel: (02) 2894-6923

MRT Beitou Station 
Visitor Information Center

Add: 20, Jingye 3rd Rd., Taipei City (in front of fountain) 
Tel: (02) 8501-2762

Miramar Entertainment 
Park Visitor Center

Add: 6, Zhongshan Rd., Taipei City (near open-air hot-spring area)
Tel: (02) 2897-2647

Plum Garden 
Visitor Center

Add: 2, Lane 10, Sec. 2, Xinguang Rd., Taipei City (at 1F Maokong 
Gondola Visitor Center)
Tel: (02) 8661-7627

Maokong Gondola Taipei 
Zoo Station Visitor Center

Add: 35, Lane 38, Sec. 3, Zhinan Rd., Taipei City (near exit of 
Maokong Station)
Tel: (02) 2937-8563

Maokong Gondola Maokong 
Station Visitor Center

Add: 200, Lane 157, Sec.3, Zhinan Rd., Taipei City
Zhinan Temple 
Visitor Station 

Add: 29, Lane 45, Laoquan St., Taipei City
Zhangshan Temple 
Visitor Station
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Er Kung Juan Cun Restaurant –    
Muxu Stir-Fried Scallion 

Pancake
The menu includes muxu stir-fried scallion 
pancake, chicken with dried radish, Hunan-
style cured pork, and Sichuan-style “f ly 
heads” stir-fry. The pancakes are sliced, 
threaded jelly ear fungus, egg, bean sprouts, 

and other items are added, and the mix 
is quick-fr ied over high heat , creating an 

inexpensive, hearty, tasty, and filling meal.
Add:14, Lane 155, Dunhua N. Rd., Taipei City   Tel: (02) 2712-2077

Wang Ji – Beancurd Rolls
Beancurd rolls are a military dependents’ 
village standard. There are two kinds, 
fried and steamed; Wang Ji sells the first. 
Cabbage, vermicelli, Chinese cabbage, 
and other items are wrapped inside the 
skin, skin and ingredients are shaped 
like small cushions, and the roll is fried a 
golden-yellow. Other favorite offerings 
here are beef and pork rolls, green onion 
pancakes, and chive pot-stickers.
Add: 15, Lane 38, Tonghua St., Taipei City        
Tel: (02) 2709-6992 

Chung Nan Restaurant – 
Pig's Knuckle with Soybean
This venerable restaurant, in place 50 years, 
specializes in old military-village standards, 
bringing in a steady stream of former 
village residents. Its signature dishes 
are pig’s knuckle with soybean, kimchi 
beef, and carp with beancurd soup. 
The pig’s knuckle takes much time and 
care, involving boiling in sea salt water, 
stewing in soy-sauce, and four hours of 
steaming before serving.
Add: 88, Sec. 3, Ren’ai Rd., Taipei City
Tel: (02) 2755-6177

Lu Guang Xiao Guan – Smoked Pork 
with Garlic Sprouts

Patrons here are regaled with old-time 
patriotic songs and old-time decorations. 
Favorite items are  braised minced pork 
balls, Sichuan-style spicy pepper chicken, 
and smoked pork with garlic sprouts. 
The pork is stir-fried, then the garlic 
sprouts are thrown in and quick-fried, 
releasing their natural sweetness and 
making them crispy.

Add: 103, Sec. 4, Civic Blvd., Taipei City        
Tel: (02) 8771-8855

Cun Zi Kou – Stewed Fish Head
This well-known eatery pleases with quality food, 
nostalgic military village trappings, and the 
owner’s easygoing personality. In winter, the 
stewed f ish head is very popular, the broth 
made with soup bone, the f ish f irst crispy 
fried, the thick broad-bean sauce stir-fried. 
Other well-known dishes popular all year 
round are the double-sauce noodles, stir-fried 
sliced pancake, soy-braised fish, and stir-fried 
stinky tofu.

Add: 34, Alley 52, Lane 12, Sec. 3, Bade Rd., Taipei City        

Tel:  (02) 2579-6455
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The night of the Taipei Lantern Festival 
is one of raucous revelry and traditional 
celebrations . New-style elements are 
introduced with the 2012 Taipei Lantern 
Festival, centered on National Dr. Sun Yat-
sen Memorial Hall and Civic Plaza in front 
of Taipei City Hall. Enjoy the double theme lanterns and double 
exhibit venues, fusing high-tech, light/shadow, crafts, and installation-
art concepts in a grand display of the aesthetics of Taipei life through 
lamplight, sound effects, interactivity, and stage theatricality. Also 
enjoy the dazzling Sea of Lanterns Tunnel, running from Shifu Rd. all 
the way to Ren’ai Traffic Circle.

Elsewhere, Guandu Temple is staging a special exhibit on electric 
festival lanterns. It runs until March 4, each day from 9am to 9pm. 
Other colorful events adding to the seasonal revelry are one big 
decorative-lantern exhibit at Songshan Ciyou Temple and another 
at Longshan Temple.

The tradition of lantern riddles is said to come from a man named Sun 
Wu, who lived in ancient times. He wrote riddles on lanterns so people 
out to enjoy lantern art could also enjoy themselves guessing the answers. 
This developed into today’s beloved Lantern Festival night-time contests.  

The city’s temples have their own contests, and 
there is a big competitive arena set up for the 
Taipei Lantern Festival.

The Taipei Lantern Festival’s Lantern Riddle Arena 
is inside National Dr. Sun Yat-sen Memorial Hall, 
with a large middle ring and two smaller flanking 

rings. An emcee in the big ring asks questions, onlookers raising hands 
if ready to answer. Singing and magic shows alternate with the contests. 
Each day 10 big prizes are given out: bicycles, electrical appliances, etc.. In 
the smaller arenas the public lines up to answer questions in turn; 200 gifts 
are readied each day, one given to each person answering correctly.

Perfect Little 
Gifts for that 
Special Someone

February 14 comes just once every year, so surprise 
your Valentine with a gift that expresses your heart and 
captures theirs. Nothing says “I think you’re sweet” better 
than chocolates, so here’s a quick tour of local purveyors 
of premium, creative chocolate treats.

Boite de Bijou – A. I Chocolate
Creating premium French-style confections that look like 
gems in jewelry boxes, Boite de Bijou uses 72%-pure Michel 
Cluizel chocolate from France, charming patrons with the 
most delicate bitter-sweet balance.
Add: 10, Lane 209, Sec. 2, Anhe Rd., Taipei City
Tel: (02) 2739-6777

Franciacorta – Chocolate Truffle Treasure      	
              Heart Gift Boxes

Premium Belgian chocolate, the best of 
natural filling mixes such as raspberry, 
green tea and nuts , and ref ined 
hand-created hear t-shaped gi f t 
boxes add up to a gift straight from 
the heart for your sweetheart.

Add: 6, Lane 246, Yanji St., Taipei City
    Tel: (02) 2706-3316

NKSDCHOCO – Pink Sakura Gift Boxes
Wrapping 12 classic hand-made chocolates containing such 
treasures as truffle, green tea, passionfruit, and strawberry in 
dainty pink-sakura boxes with pink ribbon and gold rope, it’s 
little wonder why NKSDCHOCO is such a hit with the ladies.
Add: 2-1, Taishun St., Taipei City
Tel: (02) 2364-5593

Lovely Cocoa –   I Love You” Gift Boxes 
Each “I Love You” gift box contains six hand-crafted chocolates. 
You can have a selected image imprinted inside, declaring your 
heart when your sweetheart opens the box.
Add: 120-1, Jinhua St., Taipei City
Tel: (02) 3393-6066

（MAP-C5）

（MAP-B5）

（MAP-B5）

（MAP-C4）

April's – Hollowed-out Treasure Boxes
Two much-in-demand specialties of April's 
are hand-crafted, hollowed-out treasure 
boxes made of chocolate, along with 
“Imperial Seal” chocolate gift-boxes made 
with French chocolate infused with unique 
Taiwan Antrodia cinnamomea powder.
Add: 10, Alley 16, Lane 553, Sec. 4, Zhongxiao E. Rd., Taipei City
Tel: (02) 2763-0599

（MAP-C4）

（MAP-B4）

（MAP-C4）

（MAP-C4）

（MAP-C4）

（MAP-C5）

Part 1  Resplendent Festive Lanterns

Part 3   A Twinkling Night of Citywide Light

Part 2  � �All for One and One for All –             
Lantern-Riddle Contests 

（MAP-C5）

The Romance of City Lantern Nights
Festively decorated lanterns and the black of night add up to Taipei charm, color, and fun. Wade into the sea of lanterns during the 
Lantern Festival, a galaxy of stars lighting up the night, enjoying the big evening party, lantern riddles, and other draws, or ascending 
the nearby hills to watch the lights down below and starry skies up above.

South Village Snack Shop – 
Luwei Platter
Located in 44 South Village, directly across 
from the Taipei World Trade Center, this 
was long ago nicknamed the “Little Grand 
Hyatt” because of the big hotel’s proximity. 
The house specialty is luwei, or soy-stewed 
foods, the best-seller the luwei platter, 
presenting beef tendon, beef car tilage, 
beancurd skin, seaweed, dried beancurd, etc. 
The house’s secret-recipe stewing sauce is the 
key to its great popularity.

Add: 12, Lane 178, Zhuangjing Rd., Taipei City    Tel: (02) 8789-3628

Taipei’s fast-aging military dependents’ villages may have given way to the new and more progressive, but the famed warmth, 
united family feeling, and hearty fare lives on. The tastes have moved on, found down many a lane and alley, meaning you still 
have the chance to discover the unique combination of traditional tastes and local culture.

※Note: For locations of Taipei City Government (MAP-C4), Dr. Sun Yat-sen Memorial Hall 
(MAP-C4), Songshan Ciyou Temple (MAP-D4), Longshan Temple (MAP-A4), Guandu Temple 
(MAP-A1), and other places please refer to “Taipei City Map” on the right side.
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After close-up inspection of lantern artistry, head into the surrounding hills to see the neon-lit city laid 
out far below. Head up Yangmingshan’s Yangde Blvd. to the area behind Chinese Culture University. 
Southwest you see Tianmu Baseball Stadium, the Shilin suburb, and the Tamsui River. Look southeast 
and up pops Taipei 101.
On Taipei’s southeast, Xianjiyan has widescreen views of twinkling Jingmei, Wenshan, and Gongguan 
districts. From Kaizhang Shengwang Temple in Neihu, look out over the bright east-area lights of Neihu 
and Nangang.
A much closer overlook of Taipei’s modern nightlights and nightlife is had from Tiger Mountain, located 
in the southeast of the city. You’ll feel you can reach out and touch the tower, the Shin Kong Mitsukoshi 
buildings, and the strings of lights weaving through this ultra-chic district.

“


